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Bright Ideas 2018 - 2019
     The Bright Ideas grant program is offered by all 26 of North Carolina’s electric co-
operatives and supports educators in need of funding to implement creative, hands-on 
learning projects in their classrooms.
     Since 1994, North Carolina’s electric co-ops have awarded more than $11.5 million 
in Bright Ideas grants to teachers statewide. These projects have benefited well over 2.2 
million North Carolina students.
     Pitt & Greene EMC is now accepting applications for Bright Ideas education grants 
for the 2018-2019 school year. Teachers in K-12 classrooms with innovative ideas are 
encouraged to apply for a grant up to $2,000. 
     Grant applications will be accepted April 1 through September 19, 2018.  However, 
it could pay to apply early, all teachers who submit their applications by the early bird 
deadline of August 15 will be entered into a drawing for a Visa gift card. 
     Teachers at qualifying schools can apply individually or as a team, and grants are 
available for all subjects. To apply, or for more information about the Bright Ideas grant 
program, visit www.NCBrightIdeas.com. or email safaniya.stevenson@ncemcs.com.

Sunday, 
May 13th, 2018

When thunderstorms are rolling your way, stay safe with these helpful tips from the American 
Red Cross:
•  Listen to local news or NOAA Weather Radio for emergency updates. Watch for signs of a 
storm, like darkening skies, lightning flashes or increasing wind.
•  Postpone outdoor activities if thunderstorms are likely to occur. Many people struck by light-
ning are not in the area where rain is occurring.
•  If a severe thunderstorm warning is issued, take shelter in a substantial building or in a vehicle 
with the windows closed. Get out of mobile homes that can blow over in high winds.
•  If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to be in danger from lightning. If thunder roars, 
go indoors! The National Weather Service recommends staying inside for at least 30 minutes 
after the last thunder clap.
•  Avoid electrical equipment and telephones. Use battery-powered TVs and radios instead.

Thunderstorm safety tips from the American Red Cross

• Close outside doors and keep away from win-
dows.
•  Do not take a bath, shower or use plumbing.
•  If you are driving, try to safely exit the roadway 
and park. Stay in the vehicle and turn on the emer-
gency flashers until the heavy rain ends. Avoid 
touching metal or other surfaces that conduct elec-
tricity in and outside the vehicle.
•  If you are outside and cannot reach a safe build-
ing, avoid high ground, water, tall isolated trees, 
and metal objects such as fences or bleachers. Pic-
nic shelters, dugouts and sheds are NOT safe.
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Manager’s Message

By: Mark A. Suggs

   Let’s face it: rough weather happens. At Pitt & Greene EMC, our goal is to restore power 
as quickly and safely as possible. But when a major storm hits, power may be out for an 
extended period of time. Anyone who has experienced an extended power outage has likely 
mulled over the idea of buying a generator, but before you do – make sure you have all the 
facts.
     The purchase and installation of a generator is an important and serious decision. Prop-
erly done, you gain peace of mind knowing your family can ride out any outage with some 
degree of comfort. But an incorrectly implemented generator can become deadly to you, 
your family, your neighbors and your electric cooperative’s employees.
     So, let’s look at the decisions you’ll need to make when it comes to purchasing a residen-
tial generator. First, do you want to back up your entire home or just portions? The biggest 
drawback to a permanently installed, whole-house generator is the cost. While the advan-
tages are significant, it is a large expense for most folks to cover. The next decision is sizing 
the generator to your particular situation. Online tools abound, so if you like to research, 
just type “generator sizing guide” into your browser and off you go. A nice portable genera-
tor size is at least 6,500 watts with a startup capacity of around 8,000 watts. When motor 
loads start, they draw more power than they use when running. This “in rush” of power gets 
them spinning. Afterwards, their demand for electricity decreases. 
     The third consideration is how to integrate the generator with your home. Permanent 
models have dedicated switching devices that handle this chore, while portable models re-
quire you to remove them from storage, set them up, connect them and start them up. Here 
is where the danger mentioned above comes in to play. Improperly connected generators 
can easily back feed into Pitt & Greene EMC’s lines. As electricity flows back into the lines, 
the transformers boost the voltage to lethal levels. Be sure to closely follow connection in-
structions, and contact us if you have any questions regarding connecting your generator 
safely. The National Electrical Code has specific guidelines for their installation.
     Use of the generator can be as simple as plugging appliances directly into it. This is cum-
bersome and very limiting. Better yet, have a transfer switch installed by a qualified electri-
cian. This device connects to the circuits you want to power. Connect your generator to the 
dedicated plug, follow the disconnect procedure and fire it up. Now you've got power for 
your home that's safe for all.
     Next, a word about quality. With generators, you definitely get what you pay for. Cheap 
models are just that. They may last a couple of years, but after that, parts can be impossible 
to get. Few things are worse than your generator failing to operate when the lights are out. 
Definitely go for engines with recognizable brand names. They may cost more, but it will 
certainly be worth it.
     It’s important to exercise your portable generator regularly. Don’t worry, you don’t need 
to walk your generator - it’s not that type of exercise. Exercising means connecting load to 
it and turning it on to be sure it will run. 
      Let us know you plan to install a generator.  This will enhance our line crew’s safety. 

A Buyer’s Guide To Residential Generators





De lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO Y EMER-
GENCIAS:

Durante fines de semana,  días festivos y después del 
horario de oficina

252-753-8778

Co-op Office Hours
  Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.

252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600 

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During  weekends, holidays and 

after office hours
252-753-8778

Pitt & Greene EMC will be closed 
Monday, May 28th in observance of 

Memorial Day.

     As April arrives, it brings with it the showers that produce spring flowers. It also heralds the 
beginning of a potentially stormy season that can inherently include power outages. While Pitt & 
Greene EMC strives to provide reliable electricity to our members, there are times when Mother 
Nature has other plans. Most of us can ride out a storm from the comfort and convenience of our 
homes. However, there is a group of professionals that spring into action when the weather takes 
a turn for the worst – co-op lineworkers. 
     Braving stormy weather and other challenging conditions, lineworkers often must climb 40 
or more feet in the air, carrying heavy equipment to restore power. Listed as one of the 10 most 
dangerous jobs in the U.S., lineworkers must perform detailed tasks next to high voltage power 
lines. To help keep them safe, lineworkers wear specialized protective clothing and equipment at 
all times when on the job. This includes special fire-resistant clothing that will self-extinguish, 
limiting potential injuries from burns and sparks. Insulated and rubber gloves are worn in tan-
dem to protect them from electrical shock. While the gear performs a critical function, it also 
adds additional weight and bulk, making the job more complex.
     In addition to the highly visible tasks lineworkers perform, their job today goes far beyond 
climbing to the top of a pole to repair a wire. They are also information experts that can pinpoint 
an outage from miles away and restore power remotely. Line crews use their laptops and cell 
phones to map outages, take pictures of the work they have done and troubleshoot problems. In 
our community,  lineworkers are responsible for keeping 1080.92 miles of lines across 6 counties 
working, in order to bring power to your home and our local community 24/7, regardless of the 
weather, holidays or personal considerations.
     While some of the tools that lineworkers use have changed over the years, namely the use of 
technology, the dedication to the job has not. Being a lineworker is not a glamourous profession. 
At its essence, it is inherently dangerous, requiring them to work near high voltage lines day and 
night in the worst of conditions.  During hurricanes, wildfires or storms, crews often work around 

The power behind your power

the clock to restore power. While April is 
known for spring showers, there is also a 
day set aside to “thank a lineworker.” 
     Lineworker Appreciation Day is April 
9. So during the month of April, if you see 
a lineworker, please pause to say thank 
you to the power behind your power. Let 
them know you appreciate the hard work 
they do to keep the lights on, regardless of 
the conditions.
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