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Reminder..........

Colder weather has arrived, have you thought about what your heating system is set on?  For 
example, if you have the thermostat set on 73, the system will come on more to keep it that 
desired temperature than if you have it set on a lower setting.  The colder it is outside the more 
your heating system will run to keep your home warm.  Which will make your utility bill 
higher.  So when you receive your utility bill and it is higher than usual, remember the colder 
weather outside and what your thermostat was set on inside. 

Congratulations to Danisha Williams of Creek-
side Elementary,  JaQuoa Best of West Greene 
Elementary and Jane Shrader of Farmville 
Middle School.   They were the recipients of the 
Bright Ideas Grant Program for the 2016-2017 
school year.   The Bright Ideas Grant Program 
is a statewide effort by North Carolina’s twenty-
seven Touchstone Energy electric cooperatives 
to provide additional classroom resources that 
cannot be met through existing school budgets.  
Any K-12 certified North Carolina teacher can 
apply for a grant up to $2000.00.

Since 1984, North Carolina’s Touchstone Ener-
gy Cooperatives have awarded more than $10.2 
million to North Carolina teachers for projects 
that have touched the lives of more than 2 mil-
lion students in all subjects including math, 
reading, science and technology, history, music 
and the arts. 

The application process will reopen for inter-
ested teachers in April 2017 and applications 
should be submitted by September 20, 2017.  In 
order to be considered for a Bright Idea Grant, 
the idea submitted by the teacher should be a 
unique and innovative way to reach the students 
and increase their interest in learning.  

To find out more information about the Bright 
Idea Grant Program, visit www. ncbrightideas.
com.



 
Manager’s Message

By: Mark A. Suggs

Clearing for Reliability

There are many ways that Pitt & Greene EMC provides you with safe and reli-
able electric service. One of the most common and crucial ways is referred to 
as right-of-way clearing or vegetation management. 
 
A right of way (ROW) refers to a strip of land underneath or around power 
lines that your electric cooperative has the right and responsibility to main-
tain and clear. Trees must grow at a distance far enough from conductors 
where they will not cause harm to individuals or disruption to electrical ser-
vice. Specifications can vary, but a general guideline of maintaining a safe 
ROW is 15 feet of clearance on either side of the primary conductors and 20 
feet of overhead clearance above the highest wire on the pole.
 
Clearing the ROW is critical to keeping our members’ lights on. An aver-
age of 15 percent of power interruptions occur when trees, shrubs or bushes 
grow too close to power lines.  If a tree encroaches on this safe distance, our 
right-of-way crew will trim back branches and brush using chainsaws, bucket 
trucks, tree climbers, brush chippers and mowers. Chemical control methods 
can also be used as a way to support the growth of low growing plant species 
that will outcompete the tall trees growing beneath power lines.
 
ROW clearing also keeps your family safe by ensuring that tree branches do 
not become energized due to close contact with a downed power line. Power 
lines can carry up to 12,470 volts, and an energized tree branch is incredibly 
dangerous, even deadly. Be mindful when around trees close to power lines, 
and make sure your children know that climbing trees near power lines is 
extremely dangerous. 
 
ROW clearing is also critical to ensuring that we provide members with af-
fordable electricity. Staying ahead of the game keeps us from having to come 
out after a storm to restore power due to fallen trees.
 
Remember to contact Pitt & Greene EMC at 252.753.3128 if you decide to 
trim or remove trees near any power service or line. And never trim a tree in 
the right-of-way zone on your own. 



As temperatures begin to drop and your energy focus turns from cooling your home to 
heating it, consider using this time to increase energy efficiency and cost savings for the 
colder months ahead. Whether your home is old or new, chances are you are spending 
more on energy costs than necessary.  

Armed with some basic knowledge and a little time, you can conduct a baseline energy 
audit of your home to identify where you are losing energy (and money). Use a checklist 
and take notes on problems you find as you walk through your home. Remember, the 
audit itself won’t save you money unless you act on your findings. 

DIY 101
So, where to start? If your home has multiple levels, work from the top down. Begin in 
your attic or highest floor, and work your way down to the first floor or basement.  

1.  Insulation and air leaks (drafts) – According to the Department of Energy, im-
proving your home’s insulation and sealing air leaks are the fastest and most cost-
effective ways to reduce energy waste and make the most of your energy dollars. 
Check to see whether there is sufficient insulation in the attic. Are openings con-
taining piping, ductwork and chimney sealed?  
2.  Electronic devices – Inventory all of the electronic devices you have and how of-
ten you use them. Computers, printers, DVD players, phones and gaming consoles 
are notorious “vampire power” users – they drain energy even when not in use. If 
items can be turned off without disrupting your lifestyle, consider plugging them 
into a power strip that can be turned on and off (or put on a timer).  
3.  Lighting – Note where you still have incandescent lights. Can you replace them 
with CFL or LED upgrades? Do you have nightlights? If so, consider replacing 
them with LED nightlights. Are there places where you can install motion sensor 
lights in low use areas, such as a closet, porch or garage? 
4.  Thermostat/indoor temperature – Do you have a programmable thermostat? 
When was the last time it was programmed? Is the date and time correct? If they 
are not, this could throw off the automatic settings. Is it set so the temperature is 
lower during the day and/or times when no one is home and at night when people 
are sleeping? Consider lowering the temperature a few degrees. 
5.  Appliances and cleaning – Appliances are large energy users, and if yours are 
more than 10 years old, they are likely not as energy efficient as today’s options. 
How and when you use them also make a difference. Do you wash your clothes 
in hot water, or can you use cold water instead? Do you use your washer, dryer 
or dishwasher during the day? Consider running them at night, during off-peak 
times. Does your hot water heater have a blanket? If not, consider insulating it. 
Make sure your dryer vent isn’t blocked – this will not only save energy, it may also 
prevent a fire.  

Evaluation
Once you have completed the audit, take a look at the findings.  Prioritize actions that 
you can take based on your time and budget, weighing where you can get the most im-
pact for your investment. Increasing your home’s energy efficiency will make your family 
comfortable while saving you money.

Start saving with a DIY home energy audit



De lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m
252-753-3128  ó 1-800-622-1362

Snow Hill
De lunes a viernes

De 8:00 a.m. a 12:30 p.m. y  de 1:30 p.m. a  5:00 p.m. 
252-747-7600 

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO Y EMER-
GENCIAS:

Durante fines de semana,  días festivos y después del 
horario de oficina

252-753-8778

Co-op Office Hours
  Farmville

 Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.
252-753-3128  or 1-800-622-1362

Snow Hill
Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
252-747-7600 

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During  weekends, holidays and after office hours

252-753-8778

Pitt & Greene EMC 
will be closed 

Monday, February 20th 
for Presidents Day. 

Electrical safety tips for kids

(Federal Communications Commission, 2014)

(National Safety Council, 2014) (Harris Poll, 2011)

(Distraction.gov, 2012)

(National Safety Council, 2014)

*  Electrical fires are caused when a wire or electrical device overheats. It is important to 
make sure your family understands that water cannot extinguish this type of fire. Only fire 
extinguishers can be used to remedy this situation.
*  In addition to the previous tip, it is never a good idea to mix water with electricity. Keep 
blow dryers, radios and any other electrical devices away from all water, especially those 
used in a bathroom.
*  Keep metal objects out of appliances and plugs. If a piece of toast gets stuck in the toaster, 
never use a metal knife to retrieve it. Unplug the toaster, and use a different tool or utensil to 
remove the toast. Remember, only plugs should go in outlets. Sticking fingers or other objects 
in outlets may result in an electrical shock.
*  It’s always a good idea to turn lights off when they are not in use. This will save your family 
money on your electric bill and prevent electrical fires from overheated bulbs.
*  Kids will be kids, and they love the great outdoors. Remind them to avoid overhead power 
lines. Whether they are climbing trees or flying kites or remote-controlled toys, they should 
always be mindful of what is above. 
*  Talk to your family about the importance of electrical safety, and more importantly, lead by 
example – because you never know who’s watching. For more information about electrical 
safety, visit esfi.org.

At Pitt & Greene EMC, we understand your family’s health and well-being are your top prior-
ity. With more than 140,000 electrical fires occurring each year, knowledge of electrical safety 
is necessary to ensuring your loved ones stay safe. Here are a few tips you can share with your 
little ones:


	January Newsletter Page 1TR
	January Newsletter Page 2TR
	January  Newsletter Page 3
	January Newsletter Page 4TR

