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Tips for Maintaining an Efficient HVAC System
     Ah, summer. Cookouts, swimming pools, camping––it’s the perfect time to enjoy the outdoors 
with family and friends. And when it’s time to come back indoors, there’s nothing better than that 
cool blast you feel from your home’s air conditioning unit. 
     Your heating, ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC) system is essential to keeping your home 
comfortable during summer months, and if it breaks down, it’s also the most expensive equipment 
to repair or replace. Luckily, there are simple steps you can take to lengthen the life of your HVAC 
system. 
     Change or clean filters. Dirty filters block airflow, which can greatly decrease the efficiency of 
your system. The Department of Energy recommends changing or cleaning filters every month or 
two during the cooling season. If your unit is in constant use or is subjected to dusty conditions or 
pet hair, consider checking filters more frequently. 
     Clean the HVAC unit. Outdoor condenser coils can become clogged with pollen, dirt and small 
debris. Use a hose to spray the HVAC unit once each season to ensure maximum airflow. (Warning: 
Do not use a pressure washer to do this, as it can damage the equipment.)
     Clear space around the HVAC unit. Dryer vents, falling leaves and grass left behind from the 
lawnmower can create buildup. Remove any debris around the HVAC unit. If you have foliage near 
the unit, trim it back at least 2 ft. around the condenser to increase airflow. 
     You should also have your HVAC system periodically inspected by a licensed professional. The 
frequency of inspections depends on the age of your unit, but the Department of Energy recom-
mends scheduling tune-ups during the spring and fall, when contractors aren’t as busy. 
     When HVAC equipment fails, it’s inconvenient and uncomfortable––especially during the dog 
days of summer. Remember, your HVAC system runs best when it’s regularly cleaned and serviced. 
With a little maintenance along the way, you can add years to your system’s lifespan. 

Use caution near co-op equipment
     As you find yourself spending more time outdoors this summer, Pitt & Greene EMC reminds 
you to exercise caution near electrical equipment maintained by the co-op. Substations and power 
lines carry extremely high voltages, and if contact is accidentally made, the results can be danger-
ous--or even deadly.
     Never climb trees near power lines.  If you make contact with a tree that is touching a power 
line, your body could become the path of electricity from the line to the ground.  These days, we 
are seeing more remote-controlled toys, like drones and airplanes, which can be great way to have 
fun outdoors.  These gadgets also bring new safety concerns.  Remote-controlled toys should never 
be flown near power lines, substations or other electrical equipment.
      Remember these safety tips when flying remote-controlled toys:
• Keep a safe distance from electrical equipment when you fly.  If contact is accidentally made 

with a power line or a transformer inside a substation, many members of your community 
could be left without electricity.

• Keep the remote-controlled toy in sight at all times.
• Avoid flying if weather conditions are unfavorable.  High winds, could cause you to lose con-

trol of the remote-controlled toy.
Here at Pitt & Greene EMC, your safety is important to us.  We hope you will share the message of 
electrical safety so that you and others can enjoy plenty of summer days filled with fun!
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Manager’s Message
By: Mark A. Suggs

Unplug to be More Connected
     Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few minutes, in-
cluding you.  There are many benefits of unplugging in today’s device-driven, 
multi-tasking world.  Keeping up with work, family and school activities or 
the latest trends on social media makes most of us feel compelled to con-
stantly check our devices.

     Summer is a great time to take a family vacation, but its also a good op-
portunity to unplug from our devices and enjoy the great outdoors with family 
and friends.  Research has shown that we all need downtime after a busy day 
to recharge--even though we may resist it.  Take a moment to slow down and 
enjoy some peaceful hours away from technology.

     While you’re unplugging from your devices, take a look around your 
home to identify electronics that consume energy even when they are not in 
use (this is known as “vampire” energy loss).  TV’s, gaming consoles, phone 
chargers and computers are some of the biggest culprits.

     If your summer plans include a staycation, take time to recharge your 
relationships and be more present with those you love.  Enjoy your beautiful 
surroundings with your family and friends.

    While spending time outdoors, you can also enjoy energy savings by in-
corporating LED products and fixtures for outdoor use, such as pathway, step 
and porch lights.  Many include features like automatic daylight shut-off and 
motion sensors.  You can also find solar-powered lighting for outdoor spaces.

     Save energy by keeping warm summer air outside where it belongs.  Add 
caulk or weather stripping to seal air leaks around doors and windows.  You 
can also employ a programmable thermostat to adjust the settings a few de-
grees higher when no one is home.

     In our connected world, we have forgotten how to slow down.  We multi-
task and text.  We check email, then voicemail, and Facebook.  Do yourself 
and your family a favor.  Put down the device and smell the fresh air.



Independent Auditor’s Report

Report on the Financial Statements
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Pitt and Greene Electric Member-
ship Corporation, which comprise the balance sheets as of December 31, 2018 and 2017, and 
the related statements of revenue and expenses, changes in members’ equity and cash flows for 
the years then ended and the related notes to the financial statements. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial state-
ments in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control rel-
evant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.  
We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material 
misstatement.
     
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and dis-
closures in the financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judge-
ment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial state-
ments, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers 
internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial state-
ments in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control.  
Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriate-
ness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial state-
ments.
     
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our audit opinion. 

Opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of Pitt and Greene Electric Membership Corporation as of December 31, 
2018 and 2017, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the years then ended in 
accordance in accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

RSM US LLP
Morehead City, North Carolina
March 22, 2019

To the Board of Directors
Pitt and Greene Electric Membership Corporation
Farmville, North Carolina



Please make room for roadside crews

Important Sales and Use Tax Notice
A purchaser (farmers, manufacturers and commercial laundries) that is eligible for a preferential 
tax rate on electricity should complete and furnish the seller/electricity supplier Form E-595E, 
Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement Certificate of Exemption, to take advantage of qualify-
ing reductions.

     When the power goes out, so do Pitt & Greene EMC’s line crews.  Lineworkers are the first  to 
respond after an outage occurs, and they work tirelessly to restore power to the communities we 
serve.
     If you’re traveling and see one of our crews on the side of the road, we kindly ask that you move 
over if possible and give them a little extra space to work.  We deeply care about the safety of all, 
and this extra precaution ensures just that.
     If you approach a crew while traveling on a two-lane road, moving over to the next lane might 
not be an option.  In this case, we simply ask that you slow down when approaching roadside crews.  
If you approach a crew while traveling on a four-lane road, and safety and traffic conditions allow, 
we ask that you move over into the far lane.
     Utility crews aren’t the only ones who could use the extra space.  Emergency responders such as 
police officers, firefighters and emergency medical technicians, often find themselves responding to 
emergency situations near busy roadways.  We ask that you follow the same procedures mentioned 
above to help keep these crews safe.
     There’s plenty of room for all.  Let’s work together to keep everyone safe on our local roadways.

     Laundry for less:
Full loads mean fewer cycles, and washers and dryers that run in the late evening add less heat and 
humidity to the home.
     Cool Off:
Turn off unnecessary lighting and electronics that generate heat.  Resist the urge to move the ther-
mostat to a lower setting, the lower the thermostat setting the more energy is used.
     Intramural Competition:
Online gaming with each active player using their own computer, display gaming console and in-
ternet connection gets pricey.  Play each other at home on one screen and save.
     Countertop Convenience:
Range or oven cooking can really warm up a kitchen.  Microwaves, convection ovens, induction 
cooktops, Crock-Pot and Toaster ovens put more cooking heat where you need it.

Pitt & Greene EMC will be closed
Thursday, July 4, 2019 in

observance of Independence Day.

Change Habits To Beat The Peak

Co-op Office Hours
  Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600 

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and 

after office hours
252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m.
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600 

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO Y
EMERGENCIAS:

Durante fines de semana, días festivos y después
del horario de oficina

252-753-8778


