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Prepare for Summer Heat, Increase Energy Savings
Adding a few items to your list of spring chores can help make your home more energy efficient and deliver
electric bills that won’t make you sweat when temperatures soar. Spring and early summer are good times to
make sure that your air conditioning unit is ready to work when you flip the switch.
• Get help from a professional who can inspect and service your unit.
• Give your air conditioner a do-it-yourself cleaning. Shut the unit off, and clear away leaves and yard debris outside. Inside the unit, clean or replace filters that can restrict air flow and reduce overall efficiency by
making the air conditioner work harder on hot summer days. Dust the fan blades if you can do so safely.
Make sure air can flow freely over the inside and outside coils. Vacuum registers to remove any dust buildup.
• Check weather stripping. When using window units, ensure that weather stripping is in place. Placement
should be between the middle of the top window pane and the bottom pane.
• Check out your roof. See how well your roof has weathered the winter. Few things can shorten the life of
your home faster than a roof leak, even a minor one can damage your attic insulation before you know it. A
roofing professional can assess and repair things like loose or missing shingles, repair leaks, and clear gutters.
You can also visit TogetherWeSave.com to find out how little measures around the house can add up to big
energy savings as temperatures outside climb.

Electrical safety tips for kids
At Pitt & Greene EMC we understand your child’s health and well-being are your top priority. With more than
140,000 electrical fires occurring each year, knowledge of electrical safety is necessary to ensuring your loved
ones stay safe. Here are a few tips you can share with your little ones:
•

•
•

•
•

Electrical fires are caused when a wire or electrical device overheats. It is important to make sure your
children understand that water cannot extinguish this type of fire. Only fire extinguishers can be used to
remedy this situation.
In addition to the previous tip, it is never a good idea to mix water with electricity. Keep blow dryers,
radios and any other electrical devices away from all water, especially those used in a bathroom.
Keep metal objects out of appliances and plugs. If a piece of toast gets stuck in the toaster, never use
a metal knife to retrieve it. Unplug the toaster, and use a different tool or utensil to remove the toast.
Remember, only plugs should go in outlets. Sticking fingers or other objects in outlets may result in an
electrical shock.
It’s always a good idea to turn lights off when they are not in use. This will save your family money on
your electric bill and prevent electrical fires from overheated bulbs.
Kids will be kids, and they love the great outdoors. Remind them to avoid overhead power lines. Whether
they are climbing trees or flying kites or remote-controlled toys, they should always be mindful of what
is above.

Talk to your children about the importance of electrical safety, and more importantly, lead by example, because
you never know who’s watching.

Pitt & Greene EMC will be closed Monday, May 27th
in observance of Memorial Day.
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Energy efficiency and electronic devices
If you are struck by the amount of screens, remotes, gaming controls, charging stations
and cords that have become fixtures in your home, you are not alone The typical American family is well connected and owns a variety of electronic devices. According to the
PEW Research Institute, 95 percent of U.S. families have a cell phone and 77 percent
of Americans own a smart phone. Nearly 80 percent of adults own a laptop or desktop
computer, while approximately half own tablets.
Consumer electronics coupled with the growing array of smart home appliances and
technology have slowly but steadly changed our homes and lifestyles. The increased
reliance on our many devices have new implications for home energy use and efficiency.
Using smart technology to manage energy savings
So how can we save energy when we are using more electronic devices than ever before?
The answer may lie with some of those same electronic devices that have become indispensable to modern living. In many cases, energy savings is a touchscreen away as more
apps enable you to monitor energy use.
From the convenience of your mobile device, smart technologies can maximize your ability to manage electricity use across several platforms-controlling your thermostat, appliances, water heater, home electronics and other devices. One of the easiest ways to make
an impact on energy efficiency is with a smart thermostat. Using your mobile device,
you can view and edit your thermostat schedule and monitor how much energy is used
to make adjustments accordingly. For example, program your thermostat for weekday
and weekend schedules so you are not wasting energy when no one is home. Check and
adjust the program periodically to keep pace with changes in household routines.
You can also ensure efficiency by purchasing ENERGY STAR-certified appliances.
Many new appliances include smart-technology features such as refrigerators that can
tell you when maintenance is required or when a door has been left open. New washers,
dryers and dishwashers allow you to program when you want the load to start.
“Old school” energy savings for new devices
Of course there are the time-tested “old school” methods of energy efficiency that can be
applied to the myraid of household electronic devices and screens. Computers, printers,
phones and gaming consoles are notorious “vampire power” users, meaning they drain
energy (and money) when not in use. If items can be turned off without disrupting your
lifestyle, consider plugging them into a power strip that can be turned on and off or placed
on a timer.

Don’t toy with your safety!
When you are playing outdoors, keep a safe distance from power lines, substations and other
equipment your electric co-op uses to send electricity to your home. Flying remote controlled toys are a great way to have fun, but accidentally making contact with a power line or
other electrical equipment can be dangerous and in some cases, even deadly.
•
•
•
•

Never fly kites, or remote controlled toys near power lines.
Stay away from power lines, meters, transformers and electrical boxes.
Never climb trees near power lines.
If you get something stuck in a power line, call Pitt & Greene EMC and never touch or go
near a downed power line.

Outdoor Electrical Safety Tips

Warmer weather brings an increase in outdoor work in many parts of the country, both on the job
and at home. Increasing electrical safety awareness can help ensure those activities do not result in
injuries and deaths.
The Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) provides the following safety tips:
•

•
•
•

Carefully check the location of all overhead wires before using a ladder. All ladders, even those
made of wood, that contact a power line can shock or electrocute people coming in contact with
them.
Unplug outdoor tools and appliances when not in use.
Inspect power tools and appliances for frayed cords, broken plugs and cracked or broken housing. Repair or replace damaged items.
Water does not mix with electricity. Avoid damp conditions - including wet grass when using
electricity.

Visit www.esfi.org for more ways to keep your home and family safe this spring and beyond.

Important Sales and Use Tax Notice
A purchaser (farmers, manufacturers and commercial laundries) that is eligible
for a preferential tax rate on electricity should complete and furnish the seller/
electricity supplier Form E-595E, Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement
Certificate of Exemption, to take advantage of qualifying reductions.
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De lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600
CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO Y
EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos y después
del horario de oficina
252-753-8778

Co-op Office Hours
Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600
POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and
after office hours
252-753-8778

