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Space Heater Safety
As temperatures drop this winter, many will look for supplemental heating sources for their
homes. Space heaters can be a good alternative for those who want to warm one area of
their home without turning up the thermostat on the central heating system. However, space
heaters are also responsible for 32 percent of house fires, according to the National Fire
Protection Association. If you are planning to use a space heater in your home this winter,
review these tips to keep you, your family and your property safe.
Materials – What are the components of your space heater made of? Parts like metal grating
can be hot to the touch and may burn anyone who gets too close. Make sure you purchase
a heater that is cool to the touch and has guards over the coils just in case little fingers get
too close.
Placement - While it can be tempting to place a small heater on a shelf so it is not in the
way of pets and children, it is safest to leave the heater on a level floor on a nonflammable
surface. Keeping the space heater on the floor can keep it from falling over, preventing fire
hazards. Also, remember that space heaters and bathrooms are not a good combination,
unless the heater is designed for bathroom use. Moisture can damage the heater.
The most important rule about space heater placement is the three-foot rule. Whether you
are using the heater in the bedroom, living room or kitchen, space heaters should always
be kept three feet away from flammable materials and out of the way of children and pets.
Special Features – Does your space heater have an auto shutoff function if tipped over? Auto
shutoff can be a lifesaver. If you currently own a space heater without auto shutoff, consider
purchasing a heater with this important safety feature.
Cords – You should never use an extension cord when plugging in a space heater as it can
cause overheating. The space heater should be plugged directly into a wall outlet, and should
be the only thing plugged into the wall outlet. Also, make sure cords aren’t in a high-traffic
area so they are not a tripping hazard.
Use – Never leave a heater unattended while in use. If you are leaving your home or going
to bed, make sure to unplug the heater.
Following these tips and making sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions can keep you
safe this winter.

Important Sales and Use Tax Notice
A purchaser (farmers, manufacturers and commercial laundries) that is eligible for a
preferential tax rate on electricity should complete and furnish the seller/electricity supplier
Form E-595E, Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement Certificate of Exemption, to take
advantage of qualifying reductions.

Manager’s Message
By: Mark A. Suggs

It is hard to imagine that another year is behind us. We just held our 82nd annual
meeting and our sights are focused on the 2020 budget and operating projects.
The annual meeting went great with a full house of members hearing reports regarding
the financial position and status of work plans and projects undertaken over the past
year.
Secretary Treasurer Kirby Bell reported on our audit which gave the cooperative
an unqualified opinion with regard to our annual audit. An unqualified audit means
your cooperative continues to receive the highest level of approval any company can
receive. An approval rating everyone should be proud of.
Over 100 members walked out as winners with very nice door prizes, most of which
were donated by vendors we routinely do business with. We offer our sincere thanks to
those companies and their continued support and great service.
The following directors were re-elected to serve 3 year terms: District 2, Garland
Mozingo; District 7, Jack Edmondson and At Large, James Shackleford.
I reported to the members that the cost of power continues to be the most expensive
aspect of doing business, a cost of over 60 cents of each dollar. Weather can have the
most far reaching effect on that cost. Fortunately, 2019 did not have any major storm
damage impacting our distribution system.
Looking forward, we continue to feel the financial impact of North Carolinas Coal
Ash cleanup. The majority of the cost will no doubt fall on Duke Energy but all rate
payers in the state who received power generated by coal are impacted. Since a portion
of our power was generated with coal, we also will be impacted until such time as the
determination of complete clean up is finished. At the time of this message it appears
that these cost will likely drag on for three or four years.
Pitt & Greene crews will continue rehabilitation of many of our main feeder lines
throughout the system. This work is necessary to assure that reliability of our system
remains top priority. A clean right-of-way and strong facility is at the heart of a
dependable and reliable system. Our goal is to provide and maintain the best system
possible for you, your family and business.

Annual Meeting Pictures

Pitt & Greene EMC will be closed Monday, February 17th for
President’s Day
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Quick Tips to Avoid
High Winter Bills

Looking to lower your bills this winter?
Use the 10 tips below to conserve energy.

Seal air leaks and insulate well to prevent heat from
escaping and cold air from entering your home.
Reduce waste heat by installing a programmable
thermostat.
Turn off lights when not in use.
Lower your water heater temperature. The Dept. of Energy
recommends using the warm setting (120 degrees) during
fall and winter months.
Unplug electronics like kitchen appliances and TVs when
you’re away.
Open blinds and curtains during the day to allow sunlight
in to warm your home.
Close blinds and curtains at night to keep cold, drafty air out.

8

Use power strips for multiple appliances, and turn
off the main switch when you’re away from home.

9

Wash clothes in cold water, and use cold-water detergent
whenever possible.

10

Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs, which
use at least 75 percent less energy.

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

Reminder..........

Colder weather has arrived, have you thought about what your heating system is set on? For example, if you
have the thermostat set on 73, the system will come on more to keep it that desired temperature than if you
have it set on a lower setting. The colder it is outside the more your heating system will run to keep your
home warm. Which will make your utility bill higher. So when you receive your utility bill and it is higher
than usual, remember the colder weather outside and what your thermostat was set on inside.
De lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600
CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO Y
EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos y después
del horario de oficina
252-753-8778

Co-op Office Hours
Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
252-753-3128 / 1-800-622-1362 / 252-747-7600
POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and
after office hours
252-753-8778

