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Unplug to be More Connected
Almost everything will work 
again if you unplug it for a 
few minutes, including you. 
There are many benefits 
of unplugging in today’s 
device-driven, multi-tasking 
world. Keeping up with work, 
family and school activities 
or the latest trend on social 
media makes most of us feel 
compelled to constantly check 
our devices.

Summer is a great time to take a family 
vacation, but it is also a good opportunity 
to unplug from our devices and enjoy the 
great outdoors with family and friends. 
Research has shown that we all need 
downtime after a busy day to recharge 
— even though we may resist it. Take a 
moment to slow down and enjoy some 
peaceful hours away from technology.

While you’re unplugging from your de-
vices, look around your home to identify 
electronics that consume energy even 
when they are not in use (this is known 
as “vampire” energy loss). TVs, gaming 
consoles, phone chargers and computers 
are some of the biggest culprits.

If your summer plans include a 
staycation, take time to recharge your 
relationships and be more present 
with those you love. Enjoy your beau-
tiful surroundings with your family 
and friends.

While spending time outdoors, you 
can also enjoy energy savings by incor-
porating LED products and fixtures for 
outdoor use, such as pathway, step and 
porch lights. Many include features like 
automatic daylight shut-off and motion 
sensors. You can also find solar- 
powered lighting for outdoor spaces.

Save energy by keeping warm sum-
mer air outside where it belongs. Add 
caulk or weather stripping to seal 
air leaks around doors and windows. 
You can also employ a programmable 
thermostat to adjust the settings a few 
degrees higher when no one is home.

In our connected world, we have for-
gotten how to slow down. We multitask 
and text. We check email, then voice-
mail, and Facebook. Do yourself and 
your family a favor: Put down the device 
and smell the fresh air.

A MESSAGE FOR YOU
Mark A. Suggs  

EVP and General Manager

Do yourself and your 
family a favor: Put 
down the device and 
smell the fresh air.
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Prepare for Summer 
Heat, Increase  
Energy Savings
Adding a few items to your list of spring chores 
can help make your home more energy 
efficient and deliver electric bills that won’t 
make you sweat when temperatures soar.

Spring and early summer are good times to make sure that 
your air conditioning unit is ready to work when you flip  
the switch: 

	è Get help from a professional who can inspect and service 
your unit. 

	è Give your air conditioner a do-it-yourself cleaning. Shut 
the unit off, and clear away leaves and yard debris outside. 
Inside the unit, clean or replace filters that can restrict 
air flow and reduce overall efficiency by making the air 
conditioner work harder on hot summer days. Dust the 
fan blades if you can do so safely. Make sure air can flow 
freely over the inside and outside coils. Vacuum registers 
to remove any dust buildup. 

	è Check weather stripping. When using window units,  
ensure that weather stripping is in place. Placement 
should be between the middle of the top window pane  
and the bottom pane.

	è Check out your roof. See how well your roof has weathered 
the winter. Few things can shorten the life of your home 
faster than a roof leak, even a minor one can damage your 
attic insulation before you know it. A roofing professional 
can assess and repair things like loose or missing shingles, 
repair leaks, and clear gutters. 

Electrical Safety Tips for Kids
At Pitt & Greene EMC we understand your 
child’s health and well-being are your top 
priority. With more than 140,000 electrical 
fires occurring each year, knowledge of 
electrical safety is necessary to ensuring your 
loved ones stay safe. Here are a few tips you 
can share with your little ones:

	è Electrical fires are caused when a wire or electrical device 
overheats. It is important to make sure your children 
understand that water cannot extinguish this type of fire. 
Only fire extinguishers can be used to remedy this situation.

	è In addition to the previous tip, it is never a good idea to 
mix water with electricity. Keep blow dryers, radios and 
any other electrical devices away from all water, especially 
those used in a bathroom.

	è Keep metal objects out of appliances and plugs. If a piece 
of toast gets stuck in the toaster, never use a metal knife to 
retrieve it. Unplug the toaster, and use a different tool or 
utensil to remove the toast. Remember, only plugs should 
go in outlets. Sticking fingers or other objects in outlets 
may result in an electrical shock.

	è It’s always a good idea to turn lights off when they are not 
in use. This will save your family money on your electric 
bill and prevent electrical fires from overheated bulbs.

	è Kids will be kids, and they love the great outdoors.  
Remind them to avoid overhead power lines as well as 
underground facilities such as pad mount transformers 
and meter boxes. Whether they are climbing trees, flying 
kites or playing hide and seek they should always be mind-
ful of what is around them. Talk to your children about the 
importance of electrical safety, and more importantly, lead 
by example because you never know who’s watching. 
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Make Your Yard Work Hard For You
Location, location, location is the mantra in real estate, but it also applies to your yard this 
time of year when the search is on to lower energy bills and create curb appeal. Positioning 
the right combination of plants and trees can yield shade, beautify and unearth energy 
savings. Energy-efficient landscaping, claims the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), can on 
average, provide enough energy savings to see a return on your initial investment in less 
than eight years. 

Again, think location. Carefully positioned trees can reduce 
a household’s energy consumption for heating and cool-
ing by up to 25 percent. Using computer models, the DOE 
determined that proper placement of only three trees on 
your property can save an average household between $100 
and $250 in yearly energy costs. This spring, make your yard 
work for you. Just a few simple landscaping considerations 
can make a big difference in your home’s comfort and in the 
efficiency of your heating and cooling systems: 

	è Use trees and plants to shade a window air conditioner. 
Having shade can increase its efficiency by as much as 10 
percent. For good airflow and access, position plants more 
than three feet from the air conditioner. 

	è Shrubs and trees can form windbreaks or protective walls 
that keep wind chill away from a home. That’s important 
because wind speed lowers outside air temperatures, and 
ultimately saves on higher heating costs. Common turf 
grass and other low-growing plants are ideal barriers. So 
are evergreens, especially when combined with a wall or 
fence to deflect or even lift wind over a home. For best 
protection, plan on leaving between two to five times the 
mature height of the trees or shrubs between the wind-
break and the protected home.

Indoors, you may be protected from the sun’s rays, but your 
energy bill can rise as your air conditioner works harder to 
keep your house cool and comfortable. Planting shade trees 
can add to your comfort at home by dropping the surround-
ing air temperature by as much as nine degrees Fahrenheit. 
Choosing just the right tree may require a compass and 
patience while they grow to work for you:

	è When selecting shade trees, keep in mind the mature 
height of the tree and the shape of its shade canopy in 
relation to the height of your home. These factors are 
important because they would influence how far from the 
house you decide to plant a tree. Always avoid planting 
near underground utility lines.

	è Shading takes time, a 6-foot to 8-foot deciduous tree 
planted near a house will begin shading windows in a year. 
Depending on the species and the home, the tree will 
shade the roof in 5 to 10 years.

	è Make planting shade trees due west of west-facing  
windows your first priority.

	è Select a tree that can be planted within 20 feet of the window 
and that will grow at least 10 feet taller than that window. If 
you have the space, use as many trees as needed to create a 
continuous row along all major west and east facing windows.

	è Contrary to intuition, the least energy efficient place for 
a tree is to the south of a house. Different trees can serve 
a variety of purposes. To block summer heat while letting 
sun filter through in the winter months, use deciduous 
trees or those that lose their leaves seasonally. Evergreens 
and shrubs, on the other hand, are ideal for providing 
continuous shade and blocking heavy winds. Also, keep in 
mind that not all shade plants are tall. Shrubs and sturdy 
groundcover plants also provide good shade by reducing 
heat radiation and cooling air before it reaches your home's 
walls and windows.

Start planting savings and let your yard do all the work. A well 
placed tree, shrub, or vine can deliver effective shade, act as a 
windbreak, and reduce your energy bills.
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Independent Auditor’s Report
PBMARES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pitt and Greene Electric  
Membership Corporation

Opinion
We have audited the accompanying 
financial statements of Pitt and Greene 
Electric Membership Corporation 
(the Corporation), which comprise 
the balance sheets as of December 31, 
2022 and 2021, the related statements 
of revenue and expenses, changes in 
members' equity and cash flows
for the years then ended, and the re-
lated notes to the financial statements 
(collectively, the financial statements).
     In our opinion, the accompanying 
financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position 
of Pitt and Greene Electric Membership 
Corporation as of December 31, 2022, 
and 2021, and the results of its opera-
tions and its cash flows for the years 
then ended in accordance with account-
ing principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.

Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audits in accordance 
with auditing standards generally  
accepted in the United States of  
America (GAAS). Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further  
described in the Auditor's Responsi-
bilities for the Audit of the Financial 

Statements section of our report. We 
are required to be independent of the 
Corporation and to meet our other 
ethical responsibilities, in accordance 
with the relevant ethical requirements 
relating to our audits. We believe that 
the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our audit opinion.

     We are required to communicate 
with those charged with governance 
regarding, among other matters, the 
planned scope and timing of the audit, 
significant audit findings, and certain 
internal control-related matters that we 
identified during the audit.

PBMARES, LLP | Morehead City, NC | 
March 22, 2023

Co-op Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and 
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO 
Y EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos 
y después del horario de oficina:  
252-753-8778

Published monthly by Pitt and Greene EMC

Energy Efficiency 
TIP OF THE MONTH

Thermostat placement 
can impact your HVAC 
system's ability to 
maintain an ideal  
indoor temperature. 
Thermostats should be 
placed in the center of 
the home away from air 
vents, plumbing pipes 
and exterior doors. Avoid 
placing items like lamps 
near your thermostat, 
which can cause the HVAC to run longer than necessary. Avoid 
installing thermostats in rooms that feel warmer or colder than 
the rest of the home.
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